


















logo—is	bringing	much	needed	manufacturing	job	opportunities	to	the	west central Iowa commu-





	 2.  The	latest	chapter	in	the	story	of	seed	corn	companies	investing	millions	of	dollars	in	Iowa	







3. 	With	its	completion	earlier	this	spring,	the eastern Iowa community of Durant	is	now	home	








Built Better by Bauer
	 A	partnership	between	two	Iowa-
born	manufacturers—a	family	owned	
operation	 in	one	of 	 Iowa’s	 smaller	
rural	communities	and	a	Fortune	500	










	 Family	 owned	 Bauer	 Built	
Manufacturing	was	founded	in	1979	
by	 Vaughn	 Bauer	 and	 his	 father	
Verne.	









the	 cab	 of 	 their	
tractor	 pulling	






	 In	 Bauer’s	 case,	 he	 developed	
planter	innovations	that	would	help	




and	 asked	 if 	 he	 would	 produce	 a	
planter	for	them.	By	1989	Bauer	was	
manufacturing	some	unusually	large	
planters	 of 	 his	 own	 design	 for	 ag	
equipment	dealers.










the	 eye	 of 	 John	 Deere’s	 Seeding	
Group	management	who	approached	
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the	 world	 with	 shipments	 going	
















export	 sales,	 keeps	 him	 optimistic	
about	his	company’s	future	growth.
	 And	 Bauer	 isn’t	 alone	 in	 that	
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Monsanto Finds Independence 




















































tower	 capable	 of 	 packaging	1,200	
bags	of 	seed	corn	per	hour.




	 “We	 looked	 for	 a	 site	with	 easy	
access	to	roads,	electricity	and	natural	





other	 Iowa	 corn	 seed	 production	
facilities	in		Boone	and	Grinnell.
	 In	 addition	 to	building	 the	new	
facility,	 the	 company	 is	 expanding	
three	existing	seed	corn	production	
facilities	as	well.	
	 Monsanto	 is	also	 investing	 in	 its	
facility	in	Ankeny,	where	the	company	
employs	 more	 than	 100	 research	
geneticists	and	is	the	company’s	global	
hub	for	plant	breeding	research.
	 The	 Independence	 facility,	with	






















says,	 noting	 that	 companies	 today	






	 Along	 with	 the	 infrastruc-
ture	 improvements,	 the	 City	 of 	
Independence	is	awarding	the	project	
a	$1-million	Tax	Increment	Financing	
(TIF)	 grant	 once	 the	 project	 is	
completed.	








importance	 of 	 Iowa’s	 two	 most	
abundant	renewable	resources—corn	
and	soybeans—are	vast	and	growing.






	 With	 Monsanto’s	 selection	 of 	
Independence	for	its	seed	corn	pro-
duction	 facilities,	 Iowa	 is	 poised	
to	 take	 advantage	 of 	 these	 new	
opportunities.	
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home	 to	 a	 Nebraska-based	 steel	
supplier.
	 “With	 our	 new	 facility,	 Norfolk	
Iron		&	Metal	will	be	able	to	broaden	
our	services	to	Wisconsin	and	Illinois	































	 The	 facility,	which	according	 to	


























	 And	 the	 feeling	 is	mutual,	 says	
Steve	 Lacina,	 executive	 director	












	 Leveraging	 construction	 of 	 the	
facility	were	a	series	of 	tax	benefits	








Norfo lk 	 Iron	





















plant	 to	 produced	 its	 proprietary	
3-megawatt	turbine	as	well	as	its	1.5-
megawatt	turbine	generator.	When	










	 By	 aggressively	 marketing	 its	
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